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passages move from  th e  m ore h is ­
torical ones, such as H en ry  H an d e l 
R ichard so n ’s T h e  W h ite  C liffs of 
Dover an d  R olf B oldrew ood’s E n g ­
land H om e and C ountry, in  w hich th e  
colonies are com pared w ith  th e  O ld  
C ountry , to  th e  m ore recen t ones on 
th e  V ietnam  W ar an d  th e  N ew  York 
of th is decade, the changing  a ttitu d e  
of A ustralians to  th e ir  own country  
and  th e ir  deeper involvem ent and  
concern w ith  the rest of th e  w orld  
is m ade obvious.
U nfortunate ly , th is involvem ent has 
often  been b ro ug h t ab o u t by w ar. 
T hu s, nearly  h alf of th e  selection deals 
directly  o r ind irectly  w ith  th is  su b ­
ject. A. B. Paterson w rites in  th e  u n ­
fam iliar ro le o£ a w ar co rrespondent 
re la ting  his encounters w ith  m en  and  
situations in  th e  Boer W ar. In  A M e x ­
ican P atrio t, Vance P alm er lucidly  
describes a skirm ish betw een  th e  F ed ­
eral troops and  th e  rebels. T h e n  
there  are H ilda F reem an’s in tr ig u in g  
m em ories of th e  joy w ith  w hich th e  
G erm ans greeted th e  possibility  of w ar. 
A nother view of G erm an p a tr io tic  
enthusiasm  is given by A. H . C hisholm  
in  his description  of "T h e  F u e h re r’s 
m eeting ’’. A ction in  N o rth  A frica is 
presen ted  th ro u gh  an  ex trac t from  a 
book of A lan M oorhead. T h e  b eg in ­
nings of th e  Spanish C ivil W ar are 
in trod uced  by th e  personal experiences 
°£ N ettie  Palm er who was in form ed 
by h er m ilkm an th a t “a m ilita ry  r e ­
bellion 's broken  o u t in  B arce lon a”. 
H al P orte r perceptively  exam ines Post- 
W ar Jap an .
O th er aspects of A ustralian  ex p e ri­
ence ab ro ad  include A. G. S tephens’ 
Journey to Chicago and  A llan  Ash- 
b o lt’s N ew  York in  T h e  S ixties, w rit­
ten  a li ttle  over h a lf a cen tury  la te r. 
B oth  d ispel th e  m y th  of A m erican 
greatness, a m ere crea tion  of th e  
A m erican genius D espite som e con­
cessions, th e ir conclusions are  also very 
sim ilar. “T h e  d o llar is alm ighty , and
even th e  cent comes w ith in  an ace 
of om nipo tence.”
M ary G ilm ore explains th e  ideals 
of th e  u to p ian  com m unistic, C olonia 
Cosme, and  gives an o u tlin e  of h er 
own life in  th a t P araguayan  settle­
m ent. Sarah B ern h ard t and  M adam e 
M archesi are in terv iew ed  by K atharin e  
Susannah P rich ard  in  Paris. In  two 
L etters from  L o n d o n , H en ry  Lawson 
gives advice to  young w riters and, 
w ith  some feeling, describes th e  m a r­
kets of C hapel Street. O th er passages 
by G ilbert M urray, C hris to ph er B ren ­
n an , Frederic M anning, M artin  Boyd 
and  Denis W arner are to  be found.
O f course, in  such a selection som e­
th in g  is always om itted . B u t the 
diversity  of th e  experiences w hich 
have been included  and  th e ir  m an n er 
of p resen ta tion  are  m ost ad equ ate  as 
a com m entary  on A ustralians abroad , 
and, und ou b ted ly , w ill arouse in terest 
and  provoke th o u g h t on th e  re la tio n ­
ship  of o u r country  and  th e  outside 
world.
J a n ic e  N ash
BRING LARKS AND  HEROES, by Thomas Keneally. Cassell, $3.75.
T H E  H IG H  acclaim  th a t th is  novel 
has received seems to m e sym ptom atic 
of a general im pulse to  over-praise a 
work because it  is w ritten  by an  A us­
tra lian . Excessive p raise  of a work 
th a t sim ply does no t m erit it, can 
be d e tr im en ta l to  an  a u th o r as well 
as m isleading to  th e  reader. A case 
in  p o in t is th a t of J u d ith  W right, 
whose early work was received w ith  an 
en thusiasm  th a t was in sp ired  n o t so 
m uch  by h e r p oe try  as by th e  fact 
th a t she was b o th  fem ale an d  A us­
tra lian . T h e  v irtu e  of b eing  A ustra­
lian  canno t how ever con tinue to con­
ceal th e  shakiness of m uch  of h e r work, 
and  such is th e  case, th o u g h  to  a 
lesser ex tent, w ith  Keneally.
73
A U STRA LIA N  L E F T  R EVIEW Feb.-M arch, 1968
Bring Larks and H eroes  is K eneally’s 
th ird  novel. I t  is an  in te resting  b u t 
essentially patchy  w ork, an d  to acclaim 
it “ the long-sought G reat A ustralian  
Novel” is as rid icu lous as i t  is m is­
leading. In  a p en al colony in  the 
south  Pacific in  th e  la te  eigh teen th  
cen tury  (one whose conditions and  te r­
ra in  resem ble those of A ustralia  of 
the same period), C orpora l H allo ran  
takes a “secret b rid e”, A nn R ush, since 
there  is no C atho lic p riest to  conse­
crate th e  union . M uch a tten tio n  is 
devoted to th is issue an d  Keneally’s 
concern is no t so m uch  w ith  the 
ethics of th e  s itu a tio n  as w ith  th e  
contrast betw een th e  firmness w ith  
which H allo ran  keeps th is  u n a u th o r­
ised oath , an d  th e  shaky loyalty he 
accords his official oath  to  k ing  and 
country.
W e observe H allo ran  undergo  the 
several physical an d  m en ta l torm ents 
th a t a vicious system can im pose on 
a m an, and  Keneally well makes live 
th is colonial society of th e  la te e ig h t­
een th  century, an d  presents w ith  force 
th e  b ru ta lity  on  w hich it is based. 
H allo ran  does not how ever seem suffi­
ciently  com pelling  a charac ter to  sus­
ta in  th e  focus of th e  n arrative . K en­
eally deliberately  does n o t dwell on 
H allo ran 's  personal to rm ents—we see 
h im  always in  a  s itu a tio n —because he 
in tends us no t to iden tify  w ith  th e  
character b u t to  see h im  as p a rt of a 
m ore general .s itu a tio n —th a t of th e  
o rd inary  m an suffering at the hands 
of arro gan t au th o rity .
T h e  h u n d red  sm all h um ilia tions 
suffered by bo th  felons and  officers at 
th e  hands of th e ir superiors, are force­
fully presen ted , and  K eneally well 
shows how  m en w ork off such frus­
tra tio n  an d  h um ilia tio n  in  savage 
trea tm en t of th e ir  "in ferio rs”. T h e  
novel is however flawed in  th a t K en­
eally fails to  achieve a balance b e ­
tween th e  p resen ta tion  of a p a rtic u la r 
story (H allo ran  and  A nn’s), an d  its 
p a r t  of th e  novel as a whole.
H a llo ran ’s tend er idealism  w ith  Ann 
p o in ts  a con trast w ith  th e  b ru ta lity  
of reg im en ta l life, b u t th e  em phasis on 
secret m arriage and  th e  stra in  it places 
on  A nn ’s conscience, all seems no t to 
have m uch  purpose — in  fact, K en­
eally  has a tendency to  in trod uce  
philosoph ical d r theological argum ents 
th a t are g iv -n  a scope too large for 
th e  artis tic  purpose they serve. Hence 
K eneally a t tim es seems to be p u ttin g  
h is own  ideas in to  H allo ran ’s m outh , 
as for instance, H a llo ran ’s reflections 
on  h an g ing  w hich are h ard ly  in  
keeping  w ith  his genera l character.
H allo ran  is m oreover an essentially 
o rd in ary  m arine. H is is a m ore sensi­
tive an d  dem and ing  conscience th an  
m ost, certain ly ; b u t  to  see h im  as a 
sort o f extrem ely  aw are C hrist-figure 
o n  a sp iritu a l jou rn ey  (as some r e ­
viewers have suggested), fails to  take 
account of th e  fact th a t Keneally places 
H allo ran  by gently  rid icu lin g  his 
idealism .
T h e  affairs of H allo ran  p ale  in  sig­
nificance beside those of M r. an d  Mrs. 
B ly the, in  whose house A nn is k i t­
chen-m aid . O ld  Mrs. B ly the is a b itte r, 
u lcera ted  w om an w ith  a “pious g u t” 
th a t M r. B lythe devoutly  hopes to 
crack by starvation . Mrs. B lythe has an 
excessive concern for A nn's v irg in ity , 
and  K eneally whose m an n er is often  
elusive, only  h in ts  a t th e  curiousness 
of th e  a ttach m en t betw een th e  old 
w om an an d  the young girl. M uch of 
th e  novel’s force comes from  the 
ra th e r  sord id  m an n er in  w hich this 
w ithered  o ld  w om an identifies w ith 
A nn. (In terestingly  enough, in  the 
novel’s stage version, "H a llo ra n ’s L ittle  
B oat”, shown recently  a t th e  In d e ­
p en d e n t T h e a tre , Sydney, th e  p e rv er­
sion in  th e  a ttach m en t is m ore 
s trongly  em phasised when Mrs. B lythe 
p erform s a g rotesque sort of can-can 
on th e  occasion of A n n ’s death.)
T h o u g h  p arts  of th e  novel are 
slack an d  i t  is som etim es difficult to
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see th e  d irection  in  w hich affairs are 
m oving (as w ith  th e  revo lt a t the 
Crescent), sm all incidents an d  p o r­
traits  stand  o u t excellently, especially 
those of the luckless Q u in n  an d  of the 
eunuch, Ewers. As for th e  “co n tem p o r­
ary relevance” of th is work, I d ou b t 
th a t one can always dem an d  th a t a 
work have such relevance, th o ug h  Hal- 
loran  is p artly  th e  type of m an  d e ­
stroyed by a b ru ta l system, an d  th e  
b itte r (but a t tim es acidly funny) 
re la tionsh ip  of th e  B lythes is always 
pertin en t. T his is n o t a “g rea t” novel, 
b u t is nevertheless well w orth  re a d ­
ing.
K e r in  C a n t r e l l .
DYNASTY, 
by Tony Morphett.
Jacaranda Press, 430pp, $4.95
“T H E  B O U R G EO ISIE  . . .  has left 
rem aining no o th e r nexus betw een 
m an and m an th an  naked  self-in terest, 
than  callous ‘cash p ay m en t.’ . . . 
(It) has to rn  away from  th e  fam ily 
its sentim ental veil, an d  has reduced  
the fam ily re la tio n  to a m ere m oney 
re la tion .”— T h e  C om m u nist M anifesto .
T ony M o rphett could  well have used 
this q u o ta tio n  as a frontisp iece for h is 
n ew novel, Dynasty, an  absorb ing  story
0 a d irty  fam ily fight for con tro l of 
a Newspaper em pire. T h e  them e is an 
th  *rm a t'on  th e  M anifesto ’s thesis: 
rec s°ns of an  ageing new spaper p ro ­
prie tor, m otivated  by naked  se lf-in te r- 
® • are involved in  a p lan  to  steal 
om th e ir fa ther con tro l of h is news­
paper. T h e  fa th er knows i t  an d  th e  
in  T  Ŵ ich  takes p lace over o ne day 
cer new spaper’s b oard  room , con- 
thfHp) m an ’s a ttem p ts  to  u nd o
Thtak ere are s‘x m en  involved  in  th e  th r e ° Ver P lot the th re e  sons, and 
t |j ee o th er d irectors—th e  e d ito r of 
bus' neWsPaPer ' and  a law yer an d  a 
nessm an who are in te rested  in  th e
p ap er purely  as investors. T hey  are 
all, in  effect, creations of th e  old 
m an, b u t it  soon becomes clear th a t 
filial and  personal loyalties will have no 
m eaning  here ; i t ’s ju s t a greedy braw l 
for pow er an d  ow nership .
As the b oard  room  b a ttle  is about 
to  be jo ined , th e  o ld  m an  m uses: “T hey  
were going to  get h im  . . . because he 
was sixty-eight. . . Because h is body 
h ad  been b orn  six th-eigh t years before. 
A nd they w ere going to get h im  be­
cause h e  h ad  taken  th is  new spaper and 
m ade and  m o u lded  it. . . H is body 
h ad  lasted too long fo r them , and 
today they w ould  try  to  get h im . Very 
polite ly . Very form ally. A ll i ’s dotted , 
all t ’s crossed. Every m an n er well m a n ­
nered. Every h u n g ry  set o f eyes low­
ered. H e h a d  done th ings like it 
him self. Always so m uch  p o lite r th an  
a court. N o caps black, an d  every 
handshake go lden .”
T h u s  th e  stage is set and , from  
there , A u tho r M o rp h e tt em ploys the 
very effective device of exam in ing  in 
d ep th  each m an  concerned in  th e  d irty  
li ttle  d ram a, th e  story of th e ir lives 
and  hopes, loves, adu lteries an d  p e r­
versions, an d  o f th e  influences and  
m otives th a t h ad  b ro u g h t th em  to th e  
stage where, th is  day, th ey  have to 
decide w hether they are going to knife, 
d r no t knife, th e  o ld  m an.
A t th e  close of each m a n ’s story, 
th e  novel moves back to th e  board  
room  as th e  sub ject ju st d ea lt w ith, 
in  his tu rn , votes O n th e  e lder son’s 
m otion  to kick th e  o ld  m an  upstairs. 
T h e  shifts an d  twists in  th e  board  
room  fight keep th e  action  m oving 
swiftly an d  excitingly.
In  th e  background  are th e  deals, 
th e  pressures, th e  lobbyings, th e  spy­
ing, th e  h id den  ha tred s, th e  bedroom  
blackm ailing  an d  counter-b lackm ailing , 
an d  th ere  is, in  th e  end, n o t a clean 
p a ir  of hands am ong th e  lo t of them . 
As each m an  has to  declare him self,
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